
W hat  is  

  Gr een I nf r as tr uctur e?  

Green infrastructure refers to systems 

that use vegetation, soils, and/or natural 

processes to manage stormwater by 

keeping it where it falls, creating more 

sustainable, healthier communities.   

 

 

 

Typ es of  Gr een  

         In f r as t ruct ur e  

City  of  Binghamt on  
Informat ional  Brochure  
 

City  of  B ing hamton  

38 Hawley Street  

City Hall, 4th Floor 

Department of Planning, Housing,  

and Community Development 

Binghamton, NY 13901 

 

Phone: 607-772-7028 

Fax: 607-772-7063 

web: http://www.binghamton-ny.gov/green-infrastructure 

References and Additional Resources 
 

 ASFFM-1in100chance-FFpapers.pdf 

 http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download/?

cid=nrcs143_009401&ext=pdf 

 https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-10/documents/

climate_res_fs.pdf  

 https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-02/documents/

gi_brochure_508_compliant.pdf  

 https://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/benefits-green-infrastructure  

 http://umad.com/rainbow-after-rain-wallpaper-5906.html  

 http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/58930.html#Vegetated  

 http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/70086.html  

 http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8468.html  

 http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/68199.html  

 http://www.binghamton-ny.gov/ordinance/erosion-control  

 http://www.binghamton-ny.gov/illicit-discharge-detection-and-elimination  

 http://www.binghamton-ny.gov/departments/planning-housing-

community-development/planning-housing-community-development  

 http://www.binghamton-ny.gov/stormwater-management  

1. Green Roofs    

2. Bioswales               

3. Rain Garden /Bio retention pond                  

4. Green Parking / Pervious Pavement        

5. Stormwater Planters 

6. Rainwater harvesting /Downspout Discon 

7. Stormwater regulations — Ordinance 

Chapter 227, SWPPP’s and URRPS’s  
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T he Pr oblem !  

I t  i s  ra inin g,  now what?  

 

Water from rain or melting snow that 

doesn’t soak into the ground but runs 

off into waterways is stormwater. It 

flows from rooftops, over paved areas 

and bared soil, and through sloped 

lawns while picking up and collecting 

pollutants like motor oil, lawn chemi-

cals, sediments, and pet waste to 

streams, rivers, and lakes. 

Pollution conveyed by stormwater de-

grades the quality of drinking water, 

damages fisheries and habitat of plants 

and animals that depend on clean water 

for survival. 

W ha t  c an we do?  
 

Conventional stormwater infrastructure, 

or gray  infrastructure, is largely de-

signed to move stormwater away from 

urban areas through pipes and conduit. 

Alternatively, Green Infrastructure uses 

natural processes to reduce and treat 

stormwater in place by soaking up and 

storing water. Green Infrastructure pro-

vides many environmental, social, and 

economic benefits that promote urban 

livability. 

                                              

Ben ef i t s  of  GI  
    

Higher Water Qua l i t y:  by soak ing up and 

s toring  water  in place,  g reen inf rastruc-

ture reduces stormwater discharges.  Low-

er stormwater volumes mean reduced 

gray inf rastructure sewage overf lows and 

lower po l lutant  loads.  Inf i l t rat ion and 

s torage of stormwater can a lso he lp re-

move po l lutants.   
 

Increased Water  supp ly:  Harvested ra in-

water can be used for  outdoor  i r r igat ion 

and certa in indoor uses thereby s ignif i -

cant ly reduc ing munic ipa l  water use .  Wa-

ter  inf i l t ra t ion pract ices a lso recharge 

groundwater  reservo irs .   
 

Reduced F looding:  a  margina l  reduct ion.  
 

Reduced Private  and Publ ic  Costs:  Green 

Inf rast ructure  can reduce a community’s  

inf rastructure costs,  p romote economic 

g rowth,  and create const ruct ion and 

maintenance jobs.   

Lower costs fo r s i te g rading,  pav ing,  and 

landscap ing,  and smal ler or  e l iminated 

pip ing and detent ion faci l i t ies  prov ide 

savings for developers.   

In some areas o f The Ci ty  of  B inghamton 

with combined sewer sys tems,  g reen in-

f rast ructure  can cost  less than conven-

t iona l  cont ro ls ,  and the i r  implementat ion 

can reduce s tormwater inf rastructure 

costs.   
 

Increased Property  Va lues:  Green inf ra -

s tructure increase the market  va lue o f a  

property.  
 

Hea lth Benef its :  More g reen space and 

parks encourage outdoor phys ica l  act iv i ty ,  

reduc ing obes it y  and prevent ing assoc iat -

ed chronic  d iseases ,  such as heart  d is -

ease,  h igh b lood pressure,  s troke,  Type I I  

d iabetes,  a rthr i t is ,  and certa in k inds  o f 

cancer.  
 

Recreat ion Space:  Vegetat ion and t rees 

can increase publ ic ly ava i lab le recreat ion 

a reas,  a l lowing urban res idents to  enjoy 

g reenery w ithout  leav ing the  c it y.  Addi -

t iona l ly ,  vegetat ion and permeable pave-

ments can reduce no ise po l lut ion by 

damping t ra ff ic ,  t ra in ,  and p lane no ise.  

GREEN ROOF  at 2 Court St. By HAAS Landscape Architects 

BIO RETENTION at Pennsylvania Ave. By HAAS Landscape 

RAIN GARDEN 

PERMEABLE PAVEMENT AT SOUTH SIDE COMMONS  

DOWNSPOUT DISCONNECTION + MORE …. 


